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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Local Government Pension Scheme (Management and Investment of Funds) Regulations 

2009 require administering authorities to prepare, publish and maintain a Statement of 
Investment Principles (SIP).  This document is the SIP of the North Yorkshire Pension Fund 
(NYPF) for which North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) is the administering authority.  In 
preparing this Statement consideration has been given to the professional advice received from 
the various advisers and investment managers of the Fund. 

 
 
2.0 INVESTMENT DECISION MAKING PROCESS 
 
2.1 The Council has delegated all its functions as the administering authority of NYPF to the 

Pension Fund Committee (PFC).  The Corporate Director Strategic Resources, who reports to 
the Chief Executive, has day to day control of the management of all aspects of the Fund’s 
activities. 

 
2.2 The PFC determines the investment policy of the Fund and has ultimate responsibility for the 

investment strategy.  The committee undertakes its responsibilities through taking appropriate 
advice from external advisers.  Scheduled meetings take place each quarter with additional 
meetings convened as required. 

 
 
3.0 TYPES OF INVESTMENTS TO BE HELD 
 
3.1 The following categories of investment have been approved as suitable for the NYPF. 
 

UK Equities provide a share in the assets and profitability of public 
companies floated on UK stock exchanges.  Capital gains 
and losses arise as share prices change to reflect investor 
expectations at the market, sector and stock levels.  Income 
is derived from dividends. 

 
Overseas Equities are similar to UK Equities but allow greater diversification 

amongst markets, sectors and stocks.  Valuations are 
affected by exposure to movements in the relative value of 
the foreign currencies in which investments are made against 
sterling.  Exchange rates are likely to reflect differentials in 
inflation so should not affect returns materially over the long 
term, but over the short term currency movements may 
significantly add to or subtract from returns.  Equities are 
expected to provide high returns compared to other asset 
classes (the “equity-risk premium”); to address the NYPF 
deficit position a high proportion of assets will be held in 
equities. 

 
UK Bonds are debt instruments issues by the UK Government and 

other borrowers.  Bonds provide a fixed rate of interest and 
are usually redeemed at a fixed price on a known future date.  
Valuations primarily reflect the fixed level of interest, the 
period to redemption and the overall return demanded by 
investors.  They are vulnerable to rising inflation and 
correspondingly benefit from falling inflation. 

 
Overseas Bonds are similar to UK Bonds but have exposure to currency 

exchange rate fluctuations.  As with UK bonds they are 
influenced by local inflation rates. 

 
Index Linked Bonds are bonds that provide interest and a redemption value 

directly linked to a measure of inflation, usually the Retail 
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Price Index or a similar index.  The returns from this asset 
class act as a useful proxy for movements in liability values. 

 
Diversified Growth Funds are an alternative way of investing in shares, bonds, property 

and other asset classes.  These funds are managed by 
specialist multi-asset managers and target returns slightly 
below that of equities but with significantly reduced volatility 
due to the diversification of their constituent parts. 

 
UK Property is an investment in buildings, indirectly through pooled 

vehicles.  Capital gains and losses occur as prices fluctuate 
in line with rental levels and investor demand.  Income is 
generated from rents collected from tenants.  The nature of 
rental agreements gives property some of the characteristics 
of bonds, whilst growth and inflation provide some of the 
characteristics of equities. It is, therefore, a useful 
diversifying asset class. 

 
Derivative Instruments such as options and futures are mechanisms through which 

the Fund can be protected from sudden changes in share 
prices or exchange rates.  Although not income producing 
they can result in capital gains and losses.  They may be 
used to hedge the Fund’s exposure to particular markets. 

 
Cash is invested in authorised institutions in accordance with the 

treasury management policy of the Council under the terms 
of a Service Level Agreement and attracts interest at market 
rates. 

 
 

4.0 BALANCE BETWEEN DIFFERENT TYPES OF INVESTMENTS 
 
4.1 The LGPS regulations require that administering authorities should “have regard to the need for 

diversification of investments” in order to reduce the risk of over concentration in one or more 
asset classes where performance may be highly correlated.  The aim of diversification is to 
reduce short term volatility, particularly to mitigate the negative effects of one asset class or 
market performing badly.  Property (2012) and Diversified Growth Funds (2013) are the most 
recent additions to further address this issue. 

 
4.2 The Investment Strategy Review, carried out periodically, establishes a benchmark asset mix 

against which actual Fund performance can be measured.  The last Review took place in 2013.  
This provides a framework designed to produce the returns the Fund requires over the long 
term to meet its future liabilities.  Each asset class is allocated a range and rebalancing takes 
place when values stray beyond them due to market conditions.  Further rebalancing may take 
place based on strategic views of the Fund’s advisers. 

 
4.3 The largest proportion of the Fund’s investments are in equities which is aimed at growing the 

value of assets over the long term.  Other return seeking asset classes complement this goal, 
with the allocation to liability matching assets providing a measure of protection against rising 
liability valuations. 

 
4.4 The range of permitted investment in each asset class, expressed as a percentage of the Fund 

is as follows: 
  

 Minimum % Maximum % 

Equities 50 75 

Diversified Growth Funds 5 10 

Property 5 10 

Fixed Income 15 30 
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4.5 Each asset class is sub-divided into two or more mandates with different investment managers 
and operating to different benchmarks, further increasing the diversification of the Fund’s 
investments. 

 
 
5.0 RISK 
 

5.1 The Fund’s custodian, BNY Mellon, holds the assets of the Fund that are invested on a 
segregated basis.  Assets invested through pooled funds are held by the Funds investment 
managers.  Agreements are in place protecting the Fund against fraudulent loss and in addition 
regular checks are undertaken by independent auditors of the custodian’s and investment 
managers’ systems.  These organisations have internal compliance teams which also monitor 
and report on risk.  Cash balances belonging to the Fund are held and invested in accordance 
with a Service Level Agreement with NYCC.  Risk is further controlled through continuous 
monitoring and periodic reviews of the custodial and investment management arrangements. 

 

5.2 The LGPS Management and Investment of Funds Regulations 2009 set out certain restrictions 
as to individual investments, which are intended to limit the risk exposure of an LGPS Fund.  
The Fund’s asset risk is reduced through diversifying investments within these limits, across 
asset classes, geographical areas, market sectors and at the stock specific level.  Investment 
Management Agreements include further restrictions on the investment processes managers 
are required to follow. 

 
5.3 The Investment Strategy aims to ensure that the Fund has enough Assets to pay the benefits 

earned by scheme members.  An Asset Liability Modelling study undertaken by the Fund’s 
Investment Consultant looked at the risk and reward of the current (and possible alternative) 
asset allocations compared with the actual liabilities of the Fund arising from the 2013 Triennial 
Valuation.  The associated workshops explored the risk/reward relationship and the most 
appropriate asset allocation strategy.  The results of this exercise form the basis of the 
investment benchmark. 

 
5.4 Ongoing monitoring of the Fund’s risk profile takes place including reassessing its 

appropriateness when the Investment Strategy is reviewed at the quarterly PFC meetings or as 
appropriate.  Close regard is paid to the ongoing risks which may arise through a developing 
mismatch, over time, between the assets of the Fund and its liabilities, together with the risks 
which may arise from any lack of balance/ diversification of the investment of those assets. 

 
 
6.0 EXPECTED RETURN ON ASSETS 
 
6.1 The long-term objective of the Investment Strategy is to have sufficient money available to meet 

the cost of future pension payments.  The Asset Liability Modelling study described in 
paragraph 5.3 establishes an expected level of return and is incorporated into each Triennial 
Valuation and the associated Funding Strategy Statement (FSS). 

 
6.2 The expected return on assets at the Fund level is a blend of the benchmarks for the individual 

investment managers and their mandates.  All of the Fund’s assets are actively managed by 
external investment managers, each with their own performance target.  This equates to an out-
performance target over liabilities (calculated on a gilts basis) of 2.4%; this return expectation is 
one of the key assumptions used in determining employer contributions at the Triennial 
Valuation. 

 
 
7.0 REALISATION OF INVESTMENTS 
 
7.1 The majority of the Fund’s investments are in fixed interest securities, equities and other 

investments that are quoted on recognised stock markets and may quickly be realised if 
required.  Less than 1% of investments are in illiquid asset classes. 
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8.0 SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENTS 
 
8.1 The PFC takes the view that its overriding obligation is to act in the best financial interests of 

the Scheme and its beneficiaries.  
 
8.2 However, as a responsible investor, NYPF wishes to promote corporate social responsibility, 

good practice and improved performance amongst all companies in which it invests.  The Fund 
therefore monitors investee companies to ensure they meet standards of best practice in 
relation to their key stakeholders. 

 
8.3 The Fund considers that the pursuit of such standards fully aligns the interests of Fund 

members and beneficiaries with those of stakeholders and society as a whole over the long 
term.  In furtherance of this policy, the Fund supports standards of best practice on disclosure 
and management of corporate social responsibility issues by companies and pursues 
constructive shareholder engagement with companies on these issues consistent with the 
Fund's fiduciary responsibilities. 

 
8.4 In accordance with this policy, the Fund will seek where necessary to use its own efforts, 

those of its investment managers, and alliances with other investors, to pursue these goals.  
To this end the Fund is a member of the Local Authority Pension Fund Forum (LAPFF). 

 
8.5 In addition, the Fund continues to pursue an active corporate governance policy, including 

using its voting rights, in accordance with its own policies, as determined from time to time (see 
paragraph 9 below). 

 
 
9.0 SHAREHOLDER GOVERNANCE 
 
9.1 The policy on corporate governance is that NYPF has instructed Pension Investment 

Research Consultants Limited (PIRC) to execute voting rights for all segregated UK Equities 
held by the Fund, and non UK where practicable.  Votes are executed by PIRC according to 
predetermined Shareholder Voting Guidelines agreed by the PFC, available on 
www.nypf.org.uk. 

 
9.2 The scope of the policy described in paragraph 9.1 above is periodically reviewed with the 

intention of extending the geographical range where NYPF's interest can be voted. 
 
 
10.0 STOCK LENDING 
 
10.1 The Fund has not released stock to a third party under a stock lending arrangement within a 

regulated market during the financial year 2013/14 or in any previous years. 
 
 
11.0 COMPLIANCE WITH GUIDANCE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
11.1 The original Myners Review in 2001 established 10 principles of investment for defined benefit 

schemes.  In October 2008, the Government published their response to consultation on 
updating the Myners Review and restructured the original principles into 6 new high level 
principles, provided guidance to pension funds on recommended best practice for applying the 
principles, and identified tools to provide practical help and support to trustees and their 
advisers. 

 
11.2 NYPF carried out a self-assessment of its position, supported by a review by an independent 

professional observer, and implemented arrangements in order to address the principles.  The 
extent to which NYPF has adopted the investment principles is described in the following 
paragraphs. 
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 Effective decision making – full compliance 
 
11.3 Administering authorities should ensure that decisions are taken by persons or organisations 

with the skills, knowledge, advice and resources necessary to take them effectively and monitor 
their implementation, and those persons or organisations should have sufficient expertise to be 
able to evaluate and challenge the advice they receive, and manage conflicts of interest. 

 
 Clear objectives – full compliance 
 
11.4 An overall investment objective(s) should be set out for the Fund that takes account of the 

scheme’s liabilities, the potential impact on local tax payers, the strength of the covenant for 
non-local authority employers, and the attitude to risk of both the administering authority and 
scheme employers, and these should be clearly communicated to advisors and investment 
managers. 

 
 Risks and liabilities – full compliance 
 
11.5 In setting and reviewing their investment strategy, administering authorities should take account 

of the form and structure of liabilities.  These include the implications for local tax payers, the 
strength of the covenant for participating employers, the risk of their default and longevity risk. 

 
 Performance assessment – full compliance 
 
11.6 Arrangements should be in place for the formal measurement of performance of the 

investments, investment managers and advisers.  Administering authorities should also 
periodically make a formal assessment of their own effectiveness as a decision-making body 
and report on this to scheme members. 

 
 Responsible ownership – full compliance 
 
11.7 Administering authorities should adopt, or ensure their investment managers adopt, the 

Institutional Shareholders’ Committee Statement of Principles on the responsibilities of 
shareholders and agents, include a statement of their policy on responsible ownership in the 
Statement of Investment Principles, and report periodically to scheme members on the 
discharge of such responsibilities. 

 
 Transparency and reporting – full compliance 
 
11.8 Administering authorities should act in a transparent manner, communicating with stakeholders 

on issues relating to their management of investment, its governance and risks, including 
performance against stated objectives, and provide regular communication to scheme 
members in the form they consider most appropriate. 

 
 
 
June 2014 
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